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STUDENT
HANDBOOK
CampCaptivate

Summer of 2025

Welcome to CampCaptivate!
Weare thrilled that your child will join us for camp this
summer.We have planned somany fun and exciting

activities and are passionate about providing a quality,
S.T.E.A.M. camp experience.

Please read over this handbook prior to the first day so youwill be ready for
camp. Be sure to discuss it with your child.

CampCaptivate is a product of Science Smart Kids Inc.

Updated on January 1, 2025
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Contacts
Ildiko Stennis-Owner, Founder, and Co-director

ildiko@sciencesmartkids.com

sciencesmartkids@gmail.com
(408)785-0121 (camp phone)

(408) 386-5804 (cell phone)

Rachel Hilario Pigg -Co-director @ St. Justin’s (Santa Clara)

campcaptivatedirectorsc@gmail.com

Stay tuned as we hiremore staff. Read the staff biographies here

Locations andMap
Maps

St. Justin’s School, Santa Clara
2655Homestead Road

Santa Clara, CA 95051

Staff

Read the staff biographies here

Hours of Camp
● 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
● 8:00-9:00 AMearly drop off (optional add on)
● 3:00 to 5:30 PMextended day (optional add on)Monday through Thursday, and

3:00 to 5:00 PMon Fridays.
● Note: Extended care ends at 5:00 on Fridays sowe can prepare and set up for the

next week’s camp themes
● Note: The Parent presentation is each Friday at the end of camp.
● Note: Therewill be no extended care on the last Friday of the camp season (July

18) as we aremoving out of the school site.

mailto:ildiko@sciencesmartkids.com
mailto:sciencesmartkids@gmail.com
mailto:campcaptivatedirectorsj@gmail.com
https://campcaptivate.com/meet-the-team/
https://campcaptivate.com/locations/
https://campcaptivate.com/meet-the-team/
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Programs (by age)
● Explorers (ages 5-6)

● S.T.E.A.M. Junior (ages 7-9)

● S.T.E.A.M. Plus (ages 10-13)

Note: 10 year olds must bemature enough to handle the Plus program, and the

campermay be transferred to the junior program (with parent approval) if it is a

better fit based on the camper’s maturity and skills.

MaximumRatios (by program)

● Explorers (ages 5-6)-Max ratio of 1:6.

● S.T.E.A.M. Junior (ages 7-9)-Max ratio of 1:10.

● S.T.E.A.M. Plus (ages 10-13)-Max ratio of 1:12.

Sample Daily Schedule of Campers
Subject to some change depending on the activities andweather and the discretion of the site
director.

Explorers’s Sample Schedule andOther Information here

STEAM Jr.’s Sample Schedule andOther Information here

STEAMPlus Sample Schedule andOther Information here

COVID-19 Section
COVID 19 updates can be found here. This is an ever evolving document as recommendationsmay
change.

Students with COVID-19 symptoms should NOT be sent to camp andwill need to be symptom
free and show a negative COVID-19 test prior to being allowed back to camp.

https://campcaptivate.com/explorers-camp/
https://campcaptivate.com/steam-camp-jr/
https://campcaptivate.com/steam-camp-plus/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-cwlSISQNfAusktrLqy9KGcl3nouv0F4wI9rFoLWTIA/edit?usp=sharing
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DropOff and Pick Up
● Enter and exit at the side gate (to the right of the school office). (Near the Camp

Captivate banner). Follow signs to theWelcome Table.
● The director/staff member will greet you at theWelcome Table.
● Camper drop off: 8:45 am to 9:00 am at the registration table.
● Please alert the staff should your child have any concerns.
● A staff member will direct you to the classroomwhere your child will start his/her

day, and your child will be given a roster # that corresponds to a hook to hang
his/her personal items outside of the classroom.

● Pleasemake sure you put sunblock on your child BEFORE camp or have your child
bring sunblock to reapply.

● Please verify your emergency information and authorized pick up person(s) for
children on the first day (Monday) of camp. Youwill have the opportunity to
handwrite any additional notes.

● Sign in by writing the time signature next to the name of the child; repeat this
process for signing out the child at pick up.

● Weusually start the whole camp “MorningMeeting” at around 9:10 to allow for
campers to settle in. Please be on time!

● Note: Thosewho enrolled in AMCare can drop off as early as 8:00 AM
● Note: Thosewho enrolled in PMCare can pick up as late at 5:30 PMM-Th and by

5:00 PMon Fridays.

Extended Care - before or after camp
● You can purchase by day or by week of extended care at the time of registration for

AM care and/or PM care.
● You canADDON drop-in care by alerting the CampDirector, and your credit card

will be billed.

● Early drop off: $50/week or $10/day (at time of registration, M-F) or

$15/day for drop in
● Extended day: $125/week or $25/day (at time of registration, M-F) or

$30/day for drop in
● Your child will be escorted from his/her classroom to the extended care room,

and the sign out binder will bemoved to the extended care room.

● Please call or text the numbers on the sign on the gate to have a staff member

come and unlock the gate for you between 3:15 and 5:15.Wewill unlock the

gate at 5:15 since themajority of parents arrive at 5:30 PM.
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T-shirts
Youwill get your t-shirt on the firstMonday of camp. One shirt per week is complimentary, and
some purchased an additional shirt(s) for $20/shirt at time of registration or at camp. Please verify
your child’s size before writing the child’s name using a sharpie on the shirt. Sizes available
include: YXS, YS, YM, YL, AM, AL, AXL

CampCaptivate Bag andNotebook
Youwill receive ONE bag andONE notebook for the summer, andwill receive it on your first
Monday of camp.

Pick Up
● Pick up is at 3:00 pm at the same registration table where you signed in your

camper.
● Please sign with a full signature on the sign out forms and be prepared to show

your picture ID at pick up.
● Your child will only be released to those on the “Authorized for pick up” list.
● Students who are not picked up by 3:15pmwill be escorted to PM extended care

and students not enrolled will be charged the daily rate of $25/day.
● Pick up for afternoon extended care NO LATER THAN 5:30 PMM-TH and 5:00 on

Fridays. If you will be late, please call. Wewill charge a $1/minute late charge and
your credit card on file will be billed.

● There is no PM care on Friday, July 18, 2025, the last day of the camp season, due
to themove out.

What to Bring

Materials:
Bring your CC bag to and from camp each day

Clothing
● Comfortable clothes you can get dirty in!
● CampCaptivate t-shirts are required for safety/supervision
● Sneakers/athletic shoes and socks
● Youmay pack extra clothes for your child, if needed, in a labeled ziplock bags
● (Hot days, as needed) water clothes to get wet.
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Water
● Be sure to bring a large water bottle each day. Make sure your child’s name is

written on the water bottle with a permanent marker. Wewill have water
fountains/coolers available for refilling water bottles. It can be hot, andwewant all
kids to stay hydrated!

Sun Protection
● Bring additional sunblock and/or hat as needed. Your child must be able to apply

sunblock on his/her own.

Food
● Please bring an insulated lunch box (with a personal ice pack)with lunch and plenty

of snacks.
● ***NOTE:We do not have refrigeration or ice for lunches, so please provide an individual

ice pack to keep lunches and snacks cold!
● Please avoid sugary snacks. Please do not bring sodas or caffeinated beverages.
● Sharing of food is not allowed due to food allergies and food sensitivities.
● NONUTS are allowed. Please help protect kids with allergies.

Medication
● Pleasemake sure we are aware of anymedication that your child is taking during

their stay at camp, and let us know if your child has recently stopped taking
medications they are accustomed to.

● Allergies– Please fill out the “Food Allergy Action Plan” form (at
CampCaptivate.com under “Registration”). Provide Benadryl and Epipen, as
prescribed by the doctor.

● Wewill only be able to administer medication with parental consent, instruction, or
supervision (Food Allergy Action Plan or Asthma Inhaler under forms and under
policies onwebsite under “Registration”).

Facemasks
● Optional in 2025. If you choose to have your child wear amask indoors, please pack extras

in a labeled ziplock bag.
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Optional Cell Phones
Weprefer no phones at CampCaptivate. If a parent feels the child needs to have a phone,
we ask that it be put away in their backpack. We are not responsible for lost/stolen cell
phones. Cell phonesmust be turned off and put away in a personal backpack or CC bag.
Cell phonesmay not be used during camp activities or recreation.

Books
For “silent reading” for free choice time. You are welcome to bring workbooks or coloring books.

Technology Policy:
Since COVID and the abundance of technology, the camp has shifted to “unplugged” (screen free)
for kids and we will not be doing the “technology exploration stations”. We now feel that kids
need a break from screens.

ItemsNOT allowed at Camp
● Toyweapons
● Real weapons
● Clothing with profane images or words
● Drugs or alcohol
● Illegal items
● Questionable itemswill be kept by the camp director and can be picked up at the

end of the day.
● Personal Toys (ex: Kendamas, Pokemon cards, beyblades, fidget spinners, etc.-

unless in IEP or 504 plan).

Lost and Found
● Wewill have a lost and found box at the sign in table. Please check the lost and found if you

aremissing an item.

Safety and Emergency Procedures
Wewill outline emergency procedures eachMonday to the whole camp, including the
location of exits andwhat to do in a fire and earthquake.We havemultiple first aid kits at
different locations at camp. The director, owner andmost of our teachers are currently
with First Aid and CPR certifications through American Red Cross. If your child has a
minor injury (band aid, clean cut, ice pack), wewill administer first aid and an incident
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report will be filled out. For more serious injuries, a parent will be notified immediately
and an incident report will be filled out. For severe injuries, 911will be called, the child will
be supervised, and the parent will be called.

Policies and Behaviors

Recognizing Positive Behavior
Webelieve in a positive discipline approachwhere we encourage good choices. Positive
behaviors will be recognized. For example, we give praise or stickers or tickets for positive
behavior. Tickets can be redeemed for prizes at the end of the week. The kids love
shopping with tickets at the Camp Store on Friday.

What happenswith Negative Behavior?

Our staff has been trained to discourage negative behavior and encourage a respectful
learning environment.When a child is disrespectful, irresponsible or unsafe, a staff
member will have a “one on one “ talk with the student and remind him/her that the
behavior was not appropriate. He/shemay be asked to “sit out” of an activity andmay be
removed from the situation and be supervised by the Director. Bullying will not be
tolerated. A parent may be called to remove a child from camp if the child is bullying
another child. For persistent issues or extreme cases, theremay be grounds for dismissal
WITHOUT a refund. These decisions are at the discretion of the Director.

Grounds for dismissal
● Abusive language
● Stealing
● Putting self or others in danger
● Threatening to harm oneself or another person
● Consistently disruptive and disrespectful behavior
● Misuse of technology
● Bullying or intimidating other campers

Absences or Tardies
Wedo not refund or allowmake up days as per our policy. Please let us know if your child
will not be attending camp by calling or emailing the CampDirector. Please also let the
director know if youwill be late.
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Illness at camp
If a child becomes sick at camp, a parent will be called. There will be no refunds for days
missed due to illness. A child needs to be fever free for 24 hours before returning. If your
child has a runny nose and fever or rash, or has any of the following symptoms, please do
NOT send them to camp:

● Diarrhea
● Severe coughing
● Difficulty breathing
● Pinkeye
● Unusual rash
● Sore throat or trouble swallowing
● Infected skin patches
● Unusually colored urine or stool
● Headache and stiff neck
● Loss of appetite
● Severe itching
● Temperature over 99 degrees

Head lice at camp
A child with head lice will be asked to immediately leave camp and a notice will go out to
all campers. This student must be treated with special shampoo and comb before being
allowed to return to camp. Upon return, the Director will inspect the student for lice
before the child is allowed to stay.

Required Forms
● Registration Form (already filled out as part of the online registration process

throughwebsite at www.campcaptivate.com)
● Food Allergy Action Plan (for allergies only; available throughwebsite at

www.campcaptivate.com) - ONLY FOR STUDENTSWITH SEVERE ALLERGIES
● Release of Liability (already filled out as part of the online registration process

throughwebsite at www.campcaptivate.com)

Parent Daily Updates
The director will send a daily email of the camp highlights for that day.
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Parent Presentations
Wewill host an all-camp parent presentation each Friday at the end of camp; this is a short
presentation of roughly 20minutes long. This is a super special event, and it is fun to hear
about all the cool things that each group has done over the course of the week.

MoreQuestions?Check out the FAQs

CampCaptivate FAQPage

Thank you for choosing CampCaptivate.We are going to
have a fantastic summer ahead!

https://campcaptivate.com/faq/

